VIRGINIA ASSOCIATON FOR HEALTH, PHYSICAL EDUCATION,
RECREATION, AND DANCE

CONSTITUTION

Revised 11-2009

Article I – Name

Section 1:
The organization shall be called the Virginia Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance.

Article II – Mission Statement 

Section 1:
VAHPERD is a professional association of educators that advocate quality programs in health, physical education, recreation, dance, and sport.  The association seeks to facilitate the professional growth and development of its members through meaningful membership services, current research, best educational practices, and legislation that will impact the profession.  It is the vision of the Association to have a positive impact on society as a whole.

Article II – Purpose

Section 1:
The purposes of the Association:

a) Acquire and disseminate accurate and up-to-date professional information

b) Aid in the development and promotion of effective programs in health, physical education, recreation and dance.
c) Promote professional growth and excellence in instructional best practices of health, physical education, recreation and dance

d) Coordinate the professional interests and efforts in the areas of health, physical education, recreation, and dance.

Article III – Organization

Section 1:
The Association shall include divisions with sections as hereinafter provided.

Article IV – Membership

Section 1:
The Association shall consist of members as hereinafter provided.

Article V – Officers

Section 1:
The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, Past President,    President-Elect, and the Executive Director.

Section 2:
The Board of Directors of the Association shall include President, Past President, President-Elect, Division Vice Presidents, Division Vice Presidents-Elect, Division Past Vice Presidents, and the Student Representative.  The Executive Director and the Parliamentarian shall be non-voting members of the Board of Directors.

Section 3:
Section Officers shall include a Chair, Chair-Elect, and a Past Chairs.

Section 4:
The Representative Assemble shall include the Board of Directors and Section Chair and Past Chair.

Article VI – Government

Section 1:
The Business of the Association shall be conducted by the Executive Committee, the Board of Directors, the Representative Assembly, officers and committees, each having voting privileges, as hereinafter provided.

Article VI – Executive Director

Section 1:
The Executive Director is a paid employee of the Association and is a non-voting member of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors.

Article VII – Meetings

Section 1:
The officers and committees of the Association shall hold meetings each with voting privileges, as hereinafter provided.

Article VIII – Awards

Section 1:
Awards may be given for meritorious service as provided in the Bylaws.

Article IX – Communications

Section 1:
VAHPERD shall provide information to its members using various publications and electronic communication venues.

Article X – Personnel

Section 1:
The Association shall have an Executive Director and supporting staff.

Article X – Amendments

Section 1:
Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws may be proposed at any time by any member of the Association.  Proposed amendments must be presented in writing to the Executive Director.  The Executive Director first submits the proposed amendment to the Structure and Function Committee for their deliberation and recommendations.  The Executive Director then submits the proposed amendment and the Structure and Function Committee’s recommendation to the Board of Directors 30 days in advance of a vote.  The proposed amendment must be approved by two-thirds of the Board of Directors by votes cast at an official meeting, by e-mail, postal, or fax vote, within 30 days of the review period provided a quorum is met.  The members of the Representative Assembly must approve the proposed amendment by a simple majority vote of the qualified members at the Representative Assembly.  Once approved by delegates of the Representative Assembly, the amendment is adopted. 
