Physical Education
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 64 
John Miller  

This resolution requests the Department of Education to study the feasibility of adding a curriculum and Standard of Learning relating to healthy lifestyle choices and reducing childhood obesity. In conducting its study, the Department shall (i) examine existing Standards of Learning to see where such curriculum might fit within the existing framework, (ii) consider the feasibility of adding a new curriculum and Standard of Learning to address this need, (iii) consider other ways of implementing this type of curriculum outside of the Standards of Learning, and (iv) consider input from local school divisions on this issue.  If passed, this would also be a two-year study. http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+sum+SJ64 
SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 85 

J. Chapman Petersen
Encouraging the local school divisions to promote daily physical activity and reduce childhood obesity. 

WHEREAS, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, health care costs for obesity-related morbidity may soon approach $147 billion per year in the United States; and

WHEREAS, obese children are more likely to become obese adults; and

WHEREAS, obesity prevention requires a healthy environment, including sound nutrition and 60 minutes per day of physical activity; and

WHEREAS, the school environment remains a large part of the growing child's overall enviro nment and daily exercise must be consciously promoted, prioritized, and protected; and

WHEREAS, sound nutrition practices require equal promotion; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the local school divisions be encouraged to promote daily physical activity and reduce childhood obesity; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate transmit a copy of this resolution to the Virginia School Boards Association, requesting that the Executive Director further disseminate copies of this resolution to their respective constituents so that they may be apprised of the sense of the General Assembly of Virginia in this matter.
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+sum+SJ85 
*****

Athletics
SENATE BILL NO. 652 

Ralph S Notham
A. The Board of Education shall work with the Virginia High School League, the Department of Health, the Virginia Athletic Trainers Association, representatives of the Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters and the Children’s National Medical Center, the Brain Injury Association of Virginia, and other stakeholders to develop and distribute to each local school division guidelines on policies to inform and educate coaches, student-athletes, and their parents or guardians of the nature and risk of concussions, criteria for return to play, and risks of not reporting the injury and continuing to play. 
B. Each local school division shall develop policies and procedures regarding the identification and handling of suspected concussions in student-athletes. Such policies shall require: 
1. On an annual basis, prior to a student-athlete's participation in an interscholastic athletic activity, the local school division shall provide the student-athlete with information on concussions. After having reviewed materials describing the short- and long-term health effects of concussions, each student-athlete and the student-athlete’s parent or guardian shall sign a statement acknowledging receipt of such information, in a manner approved by the Board of Education; and
2. A student-athlete suspected of sustaining a concussion or head injury in a practice or game shall be removed from competition at that time. A student-athlete who has been removed from play for a suspected concussion or brain injury shall not return to play that same day nor until (i) evaluated by a licensed health care provider trained in the evaluation and management of concussions and (ii) in receipt of written clearance to return to play from such licensed health care provider.
The licensed health care provider trained in the evaluation and management of concussions may be a volunteer. A volunteer who authorizes a student-athlete to return to play is not liable for civil damages resulting from any act or omission in the rendering of such evaluation and care other than acts or omissions constituting gross negligence or willful or wanton misconduct. 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1199 

Robert Bell
Nonpublic school students; participation in interscholastic programs.  Directs a nonprofit corporation founded in Virginia in 1913 to organize and govern interscholastic programs among the public high schools to deem eligible for participation in interscholastic programs a student who is receiving home instruction, who has demonstrated evidence of progress, and who is eligible for free tuition in a public school in Virginia. The bill allows such students to be charged reasonable fees for participation.
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+sum+HB926.
HOUSE BILL NO. 70 
Charles Carrico 
Any nonprofit corporation founded in Virginia in 1913 to organize and govern interscholastic activities among the public high schools shall develop, implement, and enforce an exception to its rules addressing enrollment and the eligibility of regular, bona fide students for participation in interscholastic athletics. Such exception shall provide eligibility for participation in interscholastic athletics by a student who is (i) receiving home instruction pursuant to § 22.1-254.1 and (ii) entitled to free tuition in a public school pursuant to § 22.1-3. Such eligibility shall be limited to participation in interscholastic athletics at the school serving the attendance zone in which such student lives. http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+sum+HB70 
HOUSE BILL NO. 1001 
David Nutter 

Any nonprofit corporation founded in Virginia in 1913 to organize and govern interscholastic activities among the public high schools shall develop, implement, and enforce an exception to its rules addressing enrollment and the eligibility of regular, bona fide students for participation in interscholastic athletics. Such exception shall provide eligibility for participation in interscholastic athletics by a student who is (i) receiving home instruction pursuant to § 22.1-254.1 and (ii) entitled to free tuition in a public school pursuant to § 22.1-3. Such eligibility shall be limited to participation in interscholastic athletics at the school serving the attendance zone in which such student lives. http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+sum+HB1001 
Driver Education

SB 269

Mary Margaret Whipple
Driver education programs; fuel efficient driving practices.  Requires the Board of Education to include fuel-efficient driving practices as part of the driver education curriculum http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+sum+SB253 
*****
Other
HOUSE BILL NO. 1199 

Sal Laquinto

7. Provide for the waiver of certain graduation requirements (i) upon the Board's initiative; (ii) at the request of a local school board; or (iii) at the request of an individual school, upon approval of the request by the relevant school board. Such waivers shall be granted only for good cause and subject to reasonable procedures and criteria established by the Board. http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?101+sum+HB1199 
